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A 


SERMON, &c. 


PSALM I. 15. 


CALL UPON ME IN THE TIME OF TROUBLE; SO WILL I HEAR 


THEE, AND THOU SHALT PRAISE ME. 


Aurpsr the ſtorms and tempeſts of this lower world, it is no 
ſmall degree of conſolation to know that Chriſtians have a God 


in covenant, to apply to at all times, and in all places. 


The Lord who ſearches the heart, knoweth them that are 
his, and continually watcheth over them with a paternal re- 
gard. Senſible of this, with the greater confidence they wait 
on him, put their truſt in him, and caſt all their care upon him. 


The promiſe contained in the text being a great encourage- 
ment to call upon God, it is peculiarly applicable to the preſent 
A ſolemn 
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ſolemn occaſion, and well calculated to diſſipate your fears, 


and animate your hopes. 


« Call upon me,” ſays the Lord, in the time of trouble: So 
will I hear thee, and thou ſhalt praiſe me:“ Since there may be 
a time of trouble to individuals and nations, it will be proper to 
conſider the force of the expreſſion when applied to each.--- 
With reſpect to individuals, their troubles refer to the mind, body 


or eſtate. Apprehenſion even of temporal evil is often productive 


of great uneaſineſs to the mind; how much greater is that un- 


eaſineſs which is occaſioned by the ſenſe of God's diſpleaſure, 
and the apprehenſion of future puniſhment! When the conſci- 
ence of a ſinner is awakened, and the terrors of the Lord (ſet 
themſelves in array againſt him, when the weight of his fins 
preſs heavy on his mind, and the fear of death overwhelms 


him, unſpeakble is the anguiſh of his heart, for though the 


ſpirit of a man may ſuſtain his infirmity, a wounded ſpirit who 
can bear?” In vain he ſeeks for refuge in the pleaſures of the 
world; he wants that peace which the world cannot give. 
Where ſhall he find it? 'Tis no where to be found but in the 
Lord Jeſus, the Prince of Peace, who gives this gracious invi- 
tation to all that are troubled in mind on account of ſin, come 

unto 
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unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and J will re- 


freſh you.” 


But individuals may be troubled in body as well as in mind. 
Various are the diſorders, innumerable the accidents to which 


the human frame is expoſed. All men are liable to them from 


the higheſt to the loweſt. Every day's experience ſhews that 


the moſt vigorous and healthy are ſoon braught down. The 
ſtrongeſt plant .is in a moment blighted. We know not what 


the morrow may bring forth. In the midſt of life we are in 


death; but ſhould we be ſo ſtrong as to come to four ſcore years, 
yet is our ſtrength then but Jabor and ſorrow.” In the world 
we ſee abundance of tribulation, It is part of the wages of fin. 
An unwiſe man doth not well conſider this, but the godly 
lay it to heart.---If man were not born in fin, ſurely he would not 
be born unto trouble as the ſparks fly upwards, his beauty 


would not conſume away like a moth fretting a garment. 


Great are the changes and chances of this mortal life. Vari- 
ous the means by which they are brought about. The iron 


hand of oppreſſion, the ſecret attack of the robber, a ſudden 


accident by fire, a tempeſt, or a flood, may reduce the moſt 


proſperous to the loweſt ſtate of adverſity. The poſſibility of 
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ſuch an event, while it is a caution to the affluent to be humble, 
thankful and liberal, is an encouragement to the indigent 
to be patient, contented, and ſubmiſſive. In the hiſtory 
of Job we have a memorable inſtance of the uncertainty of hu- 
man poſſeſſions. The Sabeans fell upon his oxen, fire from 
heaven burnt up his ſheep, the Chaldeans fell upon his camels 
and carried them away, a ruſhing mighty wind ſmote the four 
corners of the houſe where his ſons and dau ghters were cating and 


drinking, and they were buried in the ruins. But need we 


have recourſe to Job for the confirmation of this truth? The 


preſent times afford variety of inſtances to prove it. How 
many are there in this country, once the ſons and daughters of 
eaſe and affluence, now reduced to cheerleſs vagrancy! Under 
ſuch circumſtances to be able to ſay with Job, “ bleſſed be the 
name of the Lord” requires no ſmall degree of faith, reſignation, 
and fortitude. So gracious and merciful is the Lord, that to 
thoſe who love him he giveth ſongs in the dark night of afflic- 
tion. But it is time to conſider the day of trouble when ap- 
plied to nations. In the prophet Ezekiel, there are menti- 
oned four ſore judgments, which God brings upon a land for 
the wickedneſs of them that dwell therein; the noiſome beaſt, 


the peſtilence, the famine, and the ſword, 
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When nations abuſe the mercies beſtowed upon them, God 
can, if he pleaſes, cauſe noiſome beaſts to become ſo numerous, 


as to devour not only flocks and herds, but men, women, and 


children. After the captivity of the ten tribes, the cities of 


Samaria were inhabited by a mixture of idolaters, whom the 
King of Aſſyria ſent there; but the Lord, becauſe they feared 
not him, ſent lions among them, and devoured many of them. 
From the plagues of Egypt we learn, that God can increaſe 
even frogs, flies and locuſts, ſo as to render them extremely 
pernicious to a country. And from the prophet Joel we learn 
what deſtruction God brought upon the land of Canaan by in- 


ſects. Tell ye your children,” ſays the prophet, and let your 


children tell their children, and their children another genera- 


tion, that which the palmer worm hath left, hath the locuſt 
eaten, and that which the locuſt hath left, hath the canker 
worm eaten, and that which the canker worm hath left, hath 


the caterpillar eaten.” 


Peſtilence is another national calamity with which God viſits 

a land. It is a contagious diſeaſe that infects the blood, and in 
a ſhort time terminates in death. A little more than a century 
ago, it raged in the metropolis of this kingdom; many thou- 
{ſands fell victims to its rage, and terror and diſmay prevailed 
| throughout 
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throughout the land. Its recent effects at Philadelphia were 
dreadful beyond deſcription. The poſſibility of its coming 
home to us, ought to awaken in us the moſt ſerious impreſſions 
of ſorrow and contrition for our national guilt, and the moſt 
fervent prayers, that God would be pleaſed to ſpare us, though 
we have been rebellious againſt him. There is an uncommon 
mortality now in the metropolis; to what degree it will increaſe 


if our national ſins increaſe, God only knows. 


Another judgment which God brings upon a country is fa- 
mine. If God blight the corn for one yea? only, how dreadful 
muſt be the conſequence! Its direful effects would he felt by 
all ranks and degrees of people. While Jacob ſojourned in the 
Land of Promiſe, there was a grievous famine in Egypt, and 
Canaan itſelf, that land of plenty, was at the ſame time deſti- 


tute of corn. The Canaanite was then in the land. But when 


poſſeſſed by the people of God, it was viſited with the ſame 


calamity. God was provoked to ſend that judgment upon 


them, becauſe their national ſins were grown enormous. They 


ſaid not in their hearts, let us now fear the Lord our God, 
that giveth rain, both the former and the latter in his ſeaſon, 


he reſerveth unto us the appointed weeks of the harveſt.“ 
Since they acknowledged not the hand of the Lord in the 
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fruits of the earth, it was juſt in God to cut them off; this 
therefore he did, and added famine to their other calamities. 


After their return from Babylon alſo becauſe they ſuffered his 


temple to lie in ruins, © the Heaven over them was {tayed from 
dew, and the earth was ſtayed from her fruit; and God called 
for adrought upon the land, upon the mountains, and upon the 
corn.“ Since then God makes a fruitful land barren for the 


wickedneſs of them that dwell therein, it behoveth us to own, 


and turn from our tranſgreſſions, and to ſerve the living God 


with all our hearts. 


It is incumbent upon us to acknowledge the goodneſs of the 
Lord in the bleſſings we enjoy, and our entire unworthineſs of 
the leaſt of them, to own our dependence upon him for their 
continuance, and to uſe them to his glory, and the happineſs 


of our fellow creatures. 


The laſt judgment mentioned by the prophet, is the ſword. 
It is that which God frequently uſed to chaſtiſe his people 
Iſrael, to humble them, to convince them of their ſins, and 
to reduce them to obedience. In the days of the Judges, they 
forſook God their Saviour, who had done ſo great things for 
them then was God wroth with his inheritance; and ſtirred 
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up the nations round about them, and fought againſt them, 

and proſpered the arms of their enemies, until his people re- 

pented, and turned unto the Lord their God. In proceſs of 
time, the nation become ſo abominably wicked, that the ſword 

was commanded to go through the land and devour. The 

army of the Chaldeans executed the righteous judgments of 
God upon them, and fo dreadful was the devaſtation, that the 

land which was © as the garden of Eden before them, became 

behind them deſolate wilderneſs.” This is the judgment with 

which we are at this time more particularly threatened. 'The 

ſword is unſheathed, and hath flain its thouſands, God forbid 

it ſhould be commanded to go through this land, as through the 

land of Judah. A nation fierce. and warlike, an army great 
and ſtrong, threaten to invade you, | and to overturn your go- 

vernment in church and ſtate. By the language they hold out, 

what can we expect from their devouring ſword, but ruin and 
deſolation. One of their avowed objects is to aboliſh Chriſti- 

anity, but that is impoſſible. «+ Whoſoever makes war with 

the Lamb, the Lamb will overcome, for he is Lord of Lords 

and King of Kings.” 


Whether they are preſumptuous enough to attempt to de- A 
prive you of the ineſtimable bleſſing of the Goſpel, this they 
| certainly 
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certainly aim at, to plunder and deſtroy. And with regard to 
the metropolis of this kingdom, they ſay in the language of 
the children of Edom, „down with it, down with it even to 
the ground.” But however formidable their number, how- 
ever great their ſucceſs, be not afraid nor diſmayed; only fear 
the Lord and ſerve him with all your hearts, then need we not 
doubt, but that God will go out with our hoſts, and fight for 
us againſt this great multitude. To make all poflible prepara - 
tion againſt them is undoubtedly right; vain however are the 
moſt vigorous preparations, ineffectual the moſt powerful alli- 
ances without the aid of God; but if the Almighty arm of je- 
hovah be ſtretched out to fave and defend us, we ſhall yet be 
able to do great acts, and to tread them down that riſe up 


againſt us. 


God then being our chief ſupport in the time of trouble, in 
him we ought to truſt, upon him we ought to call; and this 
he hath encouraged us to do in the text“ call upon Me,” ſays 
the Lord. It is the trueſt wiſdom and ſoundeſt policy to make 
ſupplication unto the Lord, becauſe he has all wiſdom to contrive, 
all power to effect, and all goodneſs to beſtow, what is moſt 
for the real intereſt of his faithful people. He is omniſcient 
and omnipreſent. * Before the mountains were brought forth, 

MN 
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12 
or ever the earth and the world were made, he is God from 
everlaſting and world without end.“ This great God of events, 
whom we are exhorted to call upon, is the Lord of hoſts, the 
Lord ſtrong and mighty, even the Lord mighty in battle. His 
glory is diſplayed in the works of creation and providence, but 
eſpecially in that of redemption. He has been our refuge from 
one generation to another. Long has he preſerved our happy 
conſtitution in church and ſtate, from foreign and domeſtic 


foes; and unleſs our national ſins (for they are very great) have 


ripened us for judgment, we may with confidence hope, that 


he will ſtill interpoſe in our behalf and avert the impending 
danger. In order to this, it is the duty of all ranks and de- 


grees of men, to call upon God, to prevail with whom “ we 


mult believe that he is, and that he is the rewarder of them 


that diligently ſeek him.“ But to render our prayers effectual, 
they muſt be preſented in the name and through the mediation 
of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, by whom alone we have 
acceſs unto the Father. This is neceſſary, becauſe as deſcen- 
dants of Adam, we are guilty before God, and unworthy in 
ourſelves to offer up any facrifice. Without faith in Chriſt it 


is impoſſible to pleaſe God. He it is that renders our petitions 


an acceptable offering. Our prayers in order to be heard muſt 
alſo be ſincere and fervent; they muſt flow from the heart. 


God 
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God is not ſatisfied with lip ſervice; he requires truth and ſin- 


cerity in the inward parts. There mult likewiſe be earneſtneſs 


and importunity in prayer. But will God in very deed hear 


the petitions of them that unfeignedly call upon him? He ex- 


preſſly declares in the text, that he will: For he fays, © call 


upon me in the time of trouble; ſo will I hear thee, and thou 
ſhalt praiſe me.” He is a God that not only hears, but an- 
ſwers prayer. The ſucceſſes of the Aſſyrians againſt the king- 
dom of Iſracl, induced them to think that they ſhould be equally 
ſucceſsful againſt the kingdom of Judah. The letter which 


they ſent threatening the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and re- 


proaching the living God, Hezekiah the king went up into the 
temple and ſpread before the Lord, devoutly praying that 
God would deliver him out of the hand of the Aſſyrians. A 
meſſage was immediately diſpatched. to Hezekiah, by the pro- 
phet Iſaiah; « thus faith the Lord concerning the King of 
Aflyria, He ſhall not come into this city, nor ſhoot an arrow 
there, nor come before it with ſhields, nor caſt a bank againſt 
it; by the way that he came, by the ſame ſhall he return, and 
ſhall not come into this city, ſaith the Lord; for I will defend 
this city to fave it for mine own ſake, and for my ſervant 
David's ſake.” If the French, clated with their ſucceſs in 


Holland, think they can as eaſily accompliſh the deſtruction of 
„ | this 
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this government, and make England a province to France, 


may the Lord diſappoint their expectations; may he defend 


our king as he did Hezekiah, and ſay to that haughty nation, 
as to the waves of the ſea, © hitherto ſhall ye go but no further.” 
There was an equally fignal interpoſition of divine providence 
in behalf of Jehoſhaphat ; for when he found himſelf ſur- 
rounded by his enemies, he proclaimed a Faſt throughout his 
dominion, and made ſupplication to the Lord, and ſaid; O Lord 
God of our fathers, art not thou God in Heaven, and ruleſt 
not thou over all the kingdoms of the Heathen? And in thine 
hand is there not power and might, ſo that none is able to 
withſtand thee?” So when Jehoſhaphat and the inhabitants 
of Jeruſalem had prayed and made ſupplication to the Lord, 
the ſpirit of the Lord came upon Jahaziel in the midſt of the 
congregation, and he ſaid, hearken ye all Judah, and ye inha- 
bitants of Jeruſalem, and thou King Jehoſhaphat; thus faith 
the Lord unto you, “ be not afraid, nor diſmayed becauſe of 
this great multitude, for the battle is not yours but God's. 
And he added, ye ſhall not need to fight in this battle. That 
he was a true prophet, appeared by the event; for the next 
day, when they went to the watch tower in the wilderneſs, 
they found the enemy fallen dead upon the ground. Encou- 
raged by the efficacy of prayer, and by the infallibility of the 

word 
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word and promiſes of God, our gracious ſovereign hath again 
proclaimed a- Faſt throughout his dominions, to deprecate the 
judgments and implore the bleſſings of Heaven. We are there- 
fore aſſembled to approach * the high and lofty one that inha- 


biteth eternity” in behalf of ourſelves and the nation, with peni- 


tent hearts and lively faith, humbly confeſſing and lamenting 
our own ſins, and the fins of the nation; at the ſame time ac- 
knowledging that practical atheiſm, infidelity and licentiouſneſs 
ſo much abound among us that we have reaſon to apprehend, 
becauſe we deſerve, the judgments of God. We are aſſembled 
devoutly to implore the forgiveneſs of our own ſins and thoſe 


of the nation, earneſtly entreating an abundant meaſure of 


grace, that we may be able to turn from the error of our way 


into the knowledge and obedience of the truth. It is to beg 
of God to invigorate our drowſy wills and affeCtions, and to 
ſtrengthen our feeble reſolutions; to make us as we profeſs to be, 
an holy nation, a peculiar people. It is to beſeech the Lord 
to go out with our hoſts, and to fruſtrate the deſigns of our 
enemies, to proſper our national counſels, and dire& them to 
ſuch meaſures as ſhall more effectually promote the glory of his 
name, the good of his church, and the welfare and proſperity 
of our ſovereign and his kingdoms. Do we then earneſtly con- 
feſs and lament our fins? And are we reſolved by the help of 

God, 
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God, to turn from them? Is it the deſire of our hearts to grow 
in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt? God will fulfil the deſires of them that fear him, he 
alſo will hear their cry, and will help them.“ If therefore the 
petitions this day preſented to the throne of grace, be unfeigned 
and earneſt, there is reaſon to hope that God will turn our 
humiliation, into thankſgiving and the voice of melody, and 
enable us to ſing the ſong of Moſes: © Thy right hand, O 
Lord, is become glorious in power, thy right hand, O Lord, 
hath daſhed the enemy in pieces: And in the greatneſs of thine 


excellency thou haſt overthrown them that roſe up againſt 


thee.” But if our prayers be deſtitute of warmth and ſincerity, 
if the reſolutions this day formed by us be like the morning 
cloud or like the early dew, we cannot ſuppoſe that they will 
avail any thing, either to the proſperity of the nation, or the 
happineſs of ourſelves. | 


Repentance is of a real, permanent nature; it implies a 


change of mind and heart, a converſion of the ſoul to God. 
As we profeſs ourſelves diſciples of the Lord Jeſus, let us alſo 
recolle&, that faith in him is not a bare aſſent of the under- 
ſtanding, or confeſſion of the mouth, but a firm reliance upon 
him for falvation, and for every thing of which we ſtand in 


need: 
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need: It is to receive him in his various relations to us, parti- 
cularly as our King, Prieſt, and Prophet. Let it be our fervent 
requeſt therefore that the Lord would mercifully beſtow upon 
us, theſe ſpiritual bleſſings, that he would give us a new heart, 
renew a right ſpirit within us, and make us wiſe unto ſalva- 
tion. No nation under Heaven enjoys greater opportunities 
of religious improvement than our own; let us not neglect or 
deſpiſe them, but uſe them diligently and “ ſeek the Lord 
while he may be found, leſt there ſhould come a time when 


he will not be found.“. 


Theſe conſiderations are of the utmoſt importance, for what- 
ever be the iſſue of the war, death and eternity are certain, 
and not far diſtant from any of us. What are all the commo- 
tions upon earth to a dying man? Sublunary things vaniſh | 
before him, and eternity opens to his view. The great queſ- 
tion with him is, where ſhall I be in eternity? Am I at peace 
with God? Is he my reconciled Father? If he can anſwer in 
the affirmative, happy is he, henceforth there is laid up for 
him a crown of glory. The judgments of God are abroad in 
the earth, and by them, - by his word, and by his miniſters, 
he calls aloud to repentance, He expoſtulates with us, as 
with 
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with his people of old in the moſt compaſſionate manner, 
« why will ye die, O houſe of Iſrael?“ 


As national fins cauſe national judgments, national repen- 
tance brings down national bleſſings; for thus faith the Lord, 
% at what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a nation, and con- 


cerning a kingdom, to pluck up and to pull down, and to deſ- 


troy it; if that nation, againſt whom I have pronounced, turn 


from their evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought to do 
unto them.” Nineveh repented and was ſpared, If therefore 
we unite with importunity and perſeverance in prayer to the 


{ſovereign diſpoſer of all events, and turn from our abominations 


to him from whom we have deeply revolted, we need not be 


diſcouraged by what is paſt, nor by the appearance of preſent 


danger; we may reſt fearleſs of the invading foe: The Lord 
will be unto us as twice ten thouſand ſhields, and ſhould “ the 
enemy come in like a flood, the ſpirit of the Lord will lift up 
a flandard againſt him,” 
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